Glossary

A

B

Apportionable Fee—any periodic recurring fee required
forlicensing or registering vehicles, suchas, but not limited
to, registration fees, license and weight fees.

Apportionablevehicle—any vehicle used or intended for
use in two or more member jurisdictions that allocate or
proportionally register a vehicle for hire or a vehicle
designed, used, or maintained primarily for thetransporta-
tion of property and to which one of the following classi-
fications apply:

- apower unit having agrossvehicleweight in excess of
26,000 pounds

- apower unit having three or more axles, regardless of
weight

- aunit used in combination, when the weight of such
combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle
weight.

Exceptionsto theapportionable definitioninclude: recrea-
tiona vehicles, vehicles displaying restricted plates, city
pickup and delivery vehicles, buses/livery vehiclesusedin
the transportation of chartered parties, and government-
ownedvehicles. Vehicles, or combinationsthereof, having
a gross weight of 26,000 pounds or less and two axle
vehicles may be proportionally registered at the option of
the registrant.

Axle—assembly of a vehicle consisting of two or more
wheels connected by a supporting shaft which transmitsa
portion of the weight of a vehicle and its load, if any, is
continually transmitted to the roadway. For purposes of
registration, an axleisany such assembly evenif itisload
bearing only part of the time. For example, asingle unit
truck, with a steering axle and two axles in the rear-axle
assembly is an apportionable vehicle, even though one of
the rear axles is a so-called “dummy”, “drag”, “tag”, or
“pusher” axle.

Axle weight—weight transmitted to the surface by one
axle or acombination of axlesin atandem assembly.

Basejurisdiction—statewheretheregistrant hasan estab-
lished place of business, where mileage is accrued by the
fleet, and where the operational records of the fleet are
maintained or can be made available.

Baseplate—plateissued by thebasejurisdictionandisthe
only registration identification plate issued for the vehicle
by any member jurisdiction. Baseplatesshall beidentified
by having the word “APPORTIONED” and the juris-
diction’s name on the plate.

Bus—motor vehicle designed for carrying more than 9

passengers and used for the transportation of persons for
compensation.

C

Cab Card—registration card issued only by the base
jurisdiction for avehicleof an apportioned fleet. Thecard
identifies the specific vehicle for which it wasissued, the
base jurisdiction of the fleet, the registered weight of the
vehiclein each apportioned jurisdiction, and the jurisdic-
tions where the vehicleis properly registered.

Carrier—individual, partnership, or corporation engaged
in the business of transporting persons or goods.

Chartered Party—group of persons who, pursuant to a
common purposeand under asinglecontract, and at afixed
charge for the vehicle in accordance with the carrier’s
tariff, lawfully withthel nterstate Commerce Commission,
have acquired the exclusive use of a passenger-carrying
motor vehicle to travel together as a group to a specified
destination or for aparticular itinerary, either agreed upon
in advance, or modified by the chartered party after having
left the place of origin.

Combination—power unit usedtogether withtrailersand/
or semi-trailers.
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Combined Gross Weight—weight of the power unit, the
trailer(s), and the maximum load that can potentially be
transported.

Commercial Vehicle—vehicle operated for the transpor-
tation of persons or property to promote a commercia or
industrial enterprise, for hire or not for hire.

Commissioner—jurisdiction official in charge of vehicle
registration.

Common Carrier—motor carrier that advertises to the
genera public to engage in the transportation by maotor
vehicle of goods or persons. See also Contract Carrier,
Exempt Carrier, Motor Carrier and Private Carrier.

Contract Carrier—any motor carrier transporting per-
sonsor property for compensation or hireunder contract to
aparticular person, firm, or corporation. Seealso Common
Carrier, Exempt Carrier, Motor Carrier and Private Car-
rier.

Converter Gear—auxiliary under-carriageassembly with
afifthwheel and tow bar used to convert asemi-trailer into
afull trailer (sometimes called a“converter dolly”).

Credentials—cab card and apportioned license plate is-

sued to vehicles licensed under the International Regis-
tration Plan.

D

Double-Bottom Combination—combination of a power
unit pulling two (2) semi-trailersor asemi-trailer and afull
trailer.

E

Established placeof business—physical structureowned,
leased, or rented by a fleet registrant and designated by
street number or road location, and which is open during
normal business hours and in which are located:

- atelephoneor telephonespublicly listedinthename of
the fleet registrant; and

- a person or persons conducting the fleet registrants
business; and

- theoperational recordsof thefleet or wheretherecords
can be made available.

Exempt Carrier—individual, partnership, or corporation

engaged in the business of transporting exempt goods or
persons for compensation.

F

Fifth Wheel—device used to connect a truck tractor or
converter gear to asemi-trailer.

Fleet—oneor more apportionablevehicleswhichtravel in
the same states.

Full Trailer—uvehiclewithout motivepower, designedfor
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a
motor vehicle and so constructed that it has apermanently
mounted front axle and rear axle (example: acircusor hay
wagon).

G

Gross Vehicle Weight—weight of the vehicle without
load plus the weight of any load thereon.

|I. C. C.—abbreviation for the United States Interstate
Commerce Commission.

I nter national Registr ation Plan—anagreement between
jurisdictionsfor prorating or apportioning registrationfees
based on fleet mileage traveled in each jurisdiction.

Interstate Operations—vehicle movement between or
through two or more jurisdictions.

I ntrastateOper ations—vehiclemovement fromonepoint
within a jurisdiction to another point within the same

jurisdiction.

I.V.M.R.—abbreviation for an Individua VehicleMile-
age Record.
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P

Jurisdiction—state, territory, or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or a province of Canada.

L

L ease—written document vesting exclusive possession,
control of, and responsibility for the operation of the
vehicle to alessee for a specific period of time.

L essee—person, firm, or corporation having the legal
possessionand control of avehicleowned by another under
the terms of alease agreement.

L essor—person, firm, or corporation which under the
termsof alease, grantsthelegal right of possession, control
of, and responsibility for the operation of the vehicle to
another person, firm, or corporation.

Long-term lease—alease of 30 days or more.

M

Member Jurisdiction—astate, territory, or possession of
the United States, District of Columbia, and provinces of
Canadathat are signatory members of the IRP.

Mileage In-Jurisdiction Miles—total number of miles
operated by afleet of proportionally registered vehiclesin
ajurisdiction during the preceding year.

Motor Carrier—an individual, partnership, or corpora-
tion engaged in thetransportation of goodsor persons. See
also Common Carrier, Contract Carrier, Exempt Carrier,
and Private Carrier.

O

Oper ational Recor ds—documentssupporting milestrav-
eled in each jurisdiction and total milestraveled, such as
IVMR’s, fudl reports, trip sheets, and logs.

Owner-Oper ator—a lessor who leases vehicular equip-
ment with driver to acarrier.

Preceding Reporting Year—period of July 1 through
June 30 which immediately precedes the registration or
license year for which proportional registration is sought.

Private Carrier—aperson, firm, or corporation that uses
itsowntruckstotransport theprivatecarriers ownfreight.

Proportion—apart or asharein itsrelation to the whole.

R

Reciprocity Agreement—an agreement, arrangement, or
understanding governingthereciprocal grant of rightsand/
or privileges to vehicles which are parties to such an
agreement, arrangement, or understanding.

Reciprocity Miles—miles generated by a carrier in non-
member jurisdictionsthat grant reciprocity and require no
payment of registration fees.

Recr eational Vehicle—vehicledesigned or converted and
used for personal pleasure or travel by an individual or
family.

Registered Weight—weight for which avehicle or com-
bination of vehicleshavebeenlicensed or registeredwithin
aparticular jurisdiction.

Registrant—person, firm, or corporation in whose name
or names avehicleis properly registered.

Registrar of Motor Vehicles—jurisdiction official in
charge of vehicle registrations.

Registration Y ear—twelve month period during which
the registration plates issued by the base jurisdiction are
valid according to the laws of the base jurisdiction.
Massachusetts' sregistrationyearisJuly 1through June 30.

Rental Fleet—five or more vehicles that are leased or
offeredfor leasewithout drivers, and which aredesignated
by the lessor as arental fleet.

Restricted Plate—aregistration that hastime (lessthana
full year), geographic area, mileage, or commodity restric-
tions (farm, log, or deder plate).
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Road Tractor (M obile Home Toter, Wrecker )—motor
vehicle designed and used for drawing other vehicles and
not constructed to carry any load either independently or
any part of the weight of avehicle or load so drawn.

S

Semi-Trailer—vehicle without motive power, designed
for carrying persons or property, and for being drawn by a
motor vehicle and so constructed so that some part of its
weight and that of itsload rests upon or is carried by the
towing vehicle (permanently mounted rear axle only).

Ser vice Repr esentative—someone who furnishes facili-
ties and servicesincluding sales, warehousing, motorized
equipment and drivers under contract or other arrange-
ments to a carrier for transportation of property by a
household goods carrier.

Short Term L ease—Ilease of 30 days or less.

T

Temporary Authority—a permit issued to current IRP
accounts for 45 days.

Total Miles—total number of miles operated by afleet of
proportionally registered vehiclesin al jurisdictions dur-
ing the preceding year.

Trip Lease—lease of avehicle to alessee for a one-trip
operation only.

Trip Permit—temporary permitissued by ajurisdictionin
lieu of regular apportioned license plates and cab card.

Tractor—motor vehicle designed and used primarily for
drawing other vehicles, but not constructed to carry part of
the load on the tractor itself (example: car haulers).

Truck—vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily
for the transportation of property.

Truck Tractor—motor vehicledesigned and used prima-
rily for drawing other vehicles, but constructed to carry a
load other thanapart of thewei ght of thevehicleand weight
Sso drawn.

U

Unladen Weight—actual weight of avehicleincludingthe
cab, body, and al accessories with which the vehicle is
equipped for normal use on the highway, excluding the
weight of any load.
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